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This is the first edition of The Haida Handbook Leve] 1 Grammar Guide. The goal of this

book is to help the student to understand the core grammatical patterns of the Haida
language. '

This work owes a large debt to all the fluent Haida speakers who have worked tirelessly to
document, preserve and revitalize their language over the past 30 years. Many of these

speakers have now passed away, but their efforts live on to enrich future generations of
learners and speakers. Haw'aa.

Although many have contributed to the creation of these materials, any errors are solely the
fault of the author.
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Sealaska Heritage Institute developed these materials through a $467,722 graqt from the U.S. Department of Education

sought on behalf of the Haida Language Program. N inety-seven percent of t roject is federally funded and three
percent is funded through non-governmental sources.




Basic Word Classes

In Haida, the three most important types of words are verbs, nouns and pronouns. We will talk about each of

them below.

Verbs

Verbs are words which describe actions, events, or conditions. Some examples of verbs in English are: run,
throw, hit, swim, sleep, chew, think, defend, create, and restore. Every verb requires a subject, someone or
something that carries out the action that the verb describes. Some verbs, but not all verbs, also require an
object, the thing that the action was done to. Here are some examples from English: the subject is underlined,

and the object is in italics.

John is swimming.

Nancy is eating a sandwich.
She is sleeping.

They are building a canoe.
I fell down.

He lost his keys.
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Some verbs, such as swim, sleep and fall down, only take subjects, and don't allow for objects. This kind of verb
is called an intransitive verb. Other verbs, such as eat, build and lose, take both a subject and an object.

These are called transitive verbs.

Haida also has intransitive and transitive verbs. In fact, Haida has two kinds of each of them. We call them
[ntransitive-A (IA), Intransitive-B (IB), Transitive-A (TA) and Transitive-B (TB). We'll see what that's all about

a little further down.

Nouns

Nouns are words which refer to a person, place, thing or abstract concept. Some exmapes of nouns in English
are: house, dog, tree, freedom, mother, cheese, sun, son, time, Frank and Hydaburg. There are several different
types of nouns in Haida that we will learn about as we go along. One’ important thing to know about Haida

nouns at the beginning is that most (but not all) of them come in two different forms, a basic form and a definite

form.

The basic form of the noun just names the object you're talking about: xa dog, duaus cat, kikw basket, kugiin
book, na house, gantl water. The definite form of the noun is more specific; it is usually translated with "the":
xaay the dog, daujaay the cat, kigwaay the basket, kugiinaay the book, naay the house, gandlaay the
water/river. As you can see, the definite form always ends in -aay, but there are often other changes that

happen when that ending is added onto the noun. For beginning students, it is best to learn a noun's basic form
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and its definite form together.

Pronouns

Pronouns are little words which stand refer to different people in the conversation, either the speaker (I, me, we,

us), the listener (you), or the people being talked about (he, she, they, him, her, them). Haida has four sets of
pronouns, as shown in the table below. A ~ ; 4 B U oLy
,“W AaX 0{,91/61" Bat wae Paet %

wuce B
Weak-A | Strong-A | Weak-B | Strong-B
I/me hl hlaa dii dii
you dang daa dang dang
he/she/him/her hal 'laa hal ‘laa
we/us t’alang | t’'alang iitl’ iitl’
you guys dalang | dalang | dalang | dalang
they/them tr’ tl'aa tl’ tl’'aa

The four different sets of pronouns are used with the four different classes of verbs mentioned above. The
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pattern is shown in the table below.
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Subject Object

Intransitive-A | Weak-A —re

Intransitive-B | Weak-B e

Transitive-A | Weak-A | Weak/Strong-B

Transitive-B | Weak-B | Weak/Strong-B

Below, we will look at the twelve basic sentence patterns of Haida. Each pattern reflects a different combination

of subects and objects, noun and pronouns, and different classes of verbs.

Sentence Pattern 1A

Noun Subject | Noun Object | Pronoun Object | Pronoun Subject | Verb

1A Noun-Sub IA
Annie hlganggulaang. Annie is working.
John K’ajuugang. John is singing.
Frank gataagang. Frank is eating.
Nora gaadanggang. Nora is taking a bath.

Dii naan hlganggulaang. My grandmother is working.




Dii gung k’ajuugang.
Dii aw gataagang.

Dii git gaadanggang.

Sentence Pattern 1B
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My father is singing.
My mother is eating.
My child is taking a bath.

Noun Subject | Noun Object

Pronoun Object | Pronoun Subject | Verb

1B Noun-Sub

IB

Charlie ’laagang.
Harry st’igang.
Cathy hlkwiidaang.
Alice xwiigang.

Dii chan ’laagang.
Dii xaat st’igang.
Dii kdaa hlkwiidaang.
Dii skaan xwiigang.

Charlie is well.

Harry is sick.

Cathy is in a hurry.
Alice is cold.

My grandfather is well.
My father (f) is sick.

My uncle is in a hurry.

g oltr of Ceg

My aunt is sick.
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Sentence Pattern 2A

Noun Subject | Noun Object | Pronoun Object | Pronoun Subject | Verb

2A

Weak-A

Hl hlganggulaang.

Hl k’ajuugang.

Dang gataagang.
Dang caadanggang.
Hal hlganggulaang.
Hal k’ajiugang.
T’alang gataagang.
T’alang gaadanggang.
Dalang hlganggulaang.
Dalang k’ajuugang.

T’ gataagang.

Tl gaadanggang.

I am working.

I am singing.

You are eating.

You are taking a bath.
He/she is working.
He/she is singing.

We are eating.

We are taking baths.
You guys are working.
You guys are singing.
They are eating.

The are taking baths.




Sentence Pattern 2B

Noun Subject | Noun Object | Pronoun Object | Pronoun Subject | Verb
2B Weak-B IB
Dii ’laagang. I am well.
Dii st’igang. I am sick.

Dang hlkwiidaang. You are in a hurry.

Dang xwiigang.
Hal ’laagang.
Hal st’igang.

Iitl’ hlkwiidaang.

Iitl’ xwiigang.

Dalang ’laagang.

Dalang st’igang.
TI’ hlkwiidaang.

TI’ xwiigang.

You are cold.
He/she is well.
He/she is sick.

We are in a hurry.

We are cold.

You guys are well.

You guys are sick.

They are in a hurry.

They are cold.
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Sentence Pattern 3A

Noun Subject

Noun Object

Pronoun Object | Pronoun Subject

Verb

3A

Noun-Sub

Noun-Obj

TA

Frank taan kinggang.
Beth chiin taagang.

Tim tlau da’aang.
Pauline aal tlaawhlaang.
Dii chan tluu kinggang.
Dii naan gaan taagang.
Dii aw duus da’aang.
Dii gung na tlaawhlaang.

Bill dii skdan kinggang.

Taanaay chiinaay taagang.

Frank sees a bear.

Beth is eating fish.

Tim has a canoe.

Pauline is making a paddle.

My grandfather sees a canoe.

My grandmother is eating berries.

My mother has a cat.
My father is building a house.
Bill sees my aunt.

The bear is eating the fish.




Sentence Pattern 3B

Noun Subject

Noun Object

Pronoun Object | Pronoun Subject | Verb

3B

Noun-Sub

Noun-Obj

TB

Sentence Pattern 4A

John tluwaay gulaagang.

Dii kda Sam kuyaadaang.

Dii ndan Joe Kk’alaang.

Dii aw chiin gulaagang.

Dii skdan George kuyaadaang.

Bob dii gung k’alaang.

Dii chan xa gulaagang.

Dii kK'waay dii xaat kuyaadaang.

Marvin dii daun k’alaang.

John likes the canoe.

My uncle loves Sam.

My grandmother doesn't know Joe.
My mother likes fish.

My aunt loves George.

Bob doesn't know my father.

My grandfather likes dogs.

My older sister loves my father.

Marvin doesn't know my younger brother.

Noun Subject

Noun Object

Pronoun Object | Pronoun Subject | Verb

Noun-Sub

Weak-B TA
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Joey dii skuntl’aang.
Penny dii skudaang.
Willy dang kinggang.
Sally dang gudanggang.
Dii chan hal skuntl’aang.
Dii aw hal skudaang.

Dii naan iitl’ kinggang.
Dii gung iitl’ gudanggang.
Fred dalang skuntl’aang.
Lorraine dalang skudaang.
Dii kaa tI’ kinggang.

Dii skaan tI’ gudanggang.

Sentence Pattern 4B

Joey is kissing me.

Penny is punching me.

Willy sees you.

Sally hears you.

My grandfather is kissing him/her.
My mother is punching him/her.
My grandmother sees us.

My father hears us.

Fred is kissing you guys.
Lorraine is punching you guys.
My uncle sees them.

My aunt hears them.

Noun Subject | Noun Object | Pronoun Object | Pronoun Subject | Verb
Weak-B TB

4B Noun-Sub

Allison likes me.

Allison dii gulaagang.




Paul dii kuyaadaang.

Dii naan dang k’alaang.
Steve dang gulaagang.

Dii k'waay hal kuyaadaang.
Betty hal k’alaang.

Joe 1itl’ gulaagang.

Sarah iitl’ kuyaadaang.

Dii gung dalang k’alaang.
Cathy dalang gulaagang.
Dii chan tI’ kuyaadaang.

Billy tI’ k’alaang.

Sentence Pattern 5A

Paul loves me.

My grandmother doesn't know you.

Steve likes you.

My older brother loves her-.
Betty doesn't know him.
Joe likes us.

Sarah loves us.

My father doesn't know you guys.

Cathy likes you guys.
My grandfather loves them.
Billy doesn't know them.

Noun Subject | Noun Object

Pronoun Object | Pronoun Subject

Verb

5A

Noun-Obj

Weak-A

TA

Bob hl kihldla’aang.
Frank hl gudanggang.

I'm advising Bob.

I hear Frank.



Dii xaat dang kinggang. You see my father (f).

Ted dang kinslanggang. You're praising Ted.

Dii aw hal kihldla’aang. He/she is advising my mother.

Dii skaan hal gudanggang. He/she is praising my aunt.

Alice t’alang kinggang. We see Alice.

Duus t’alang gudanggang. We hear a cat.

Dii gung dalang kihldla’aang. You guys are advising my father (m).
Taan dalang gudanggang. You guys hear a black bear.

Dii chan tI’ kinslanggang. They are praising my grandfather.
Dii naan tI’ kihldla’aang. They are advising my grandmother.

Sentence Pattern 5B
) >
5%
Djo\v pW

Noun Subjéct Noun Object | Pronoun Object | Pronoun Subject | Verb

5B Noun-Obj 1A Weak-B TB
Allison dii gulaagang. I like Allison.
Paul dii kuyaadaang. I love Paul.
Dii naan dang Kk’alaang. You don't know my grandmother.
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Steve dang gulaagang.

Dii k’'waay hal kuyaadaang.
Betty hal k’alaang.

Joe iitl’ gulaagang.

Sarah iitl’ kuyaadaang.

Dii gung dalang k’alaang.
Cathy dalang gulaagang.
Dii chan tI’ kuyéadaang

You like Steve.

She loves my older brother.

He doesn't know Betty.
We like Joe.

We love Sarah.

You guys don't know my father.

You guys like Cathy.

They love my grandfather.
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Noun Subject | Noun Object | Pronoun Object | Pronoun Subject | Verb
6A Strong-B Weak-A TA
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ii dang kinggang. You see me.

Dii hal gudanggang.
Dang tI’ kinslanggang.
Déng t’alang kinggang.

He/she hears me.

They are praising you.

We see you.
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Z’Vf ’L’é}a hl kihldla’aang. I'm advising him/her.

% @7 ‘Laa dalang kinslanggang. You guys are praising him/her.
Iitl’ tI’ kinggang. They see us.
Iit’ hal kihldla’aang. He/she is advising us.
Dalang hl gudanggang. I hear you guys.
Dalang t’alang kihldla’aang. We're advising you.
Tl’aa hl kinggang. I see them.

—6;@) pv Tlaa t'alang gudanggang. We hear them.

Sentence Pattern 6B

Noun Subject | Noun Object | Pronoun Object | Pronoun Subject Verb

6B Strong-B Weak-B TB
Dii dang gulaagang. You like me.
Dii hal kuyaadaang. She loves me.
Dang iitl’ k’alaang. We don't know you.
Dang tl’ gulaagang. They like you.

’Laa dalang kuyaadaang. You guys love her.
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’Laa dii k’alaang. I don't know him.

Iitl’ hal gulaagang. He likes us.

Iit’ dang kuyaadaang. You love us.

Dalang hal k’alaang. She doesn't know you guys.
Dalang tlI’ gulaagang. They like you guys.

Tl’aa hal kuyaadaang. She loves them.

Tl'aa dii k’alaang. I don't know them.

Summary of Sentence Patterns

On the following page is a summary of all twelve basic sentence patterns in Haida. Note the following overall

patterns:

O Nouns come before pronouns in the sentence.
o Noun subjects come before noun objects.
O Pronoun objects come before pronoun subjects.
o If the pronoun is next to the verb, use the weak form. Otherwise, use the strong form.
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Noun Subject | Noun Object | Pronoun Object | Pronoun Subject | Verb
1A | Noun Subject IA
2A Weak-A IA
3A | Noun Subject | Noun Object TA
4A | Noun Subject Weak-B TA
5A Noun Object Weak-A TA
B6A Strong-B Weak-A TA
1B | Noun Subject IB
2B Weak-B IB
3B | Noun Subject | Noun Object TB
4B | Noun Subject Weak-B TB
5B Noun Object Weak-B TB
6B Strong-B Weak-B TA
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Focus

A very important feature of Haida grammar is the notion of focus. Speakers of Haida use focus to draw their
listener's attention to one particular part of the sentence as being the most important, interesting, relevant, etc.
To do this, they take that part of the sentence from wherever it would normally occur, and put it instead at the

very front of the sentence, followed by the little word wu. This very first position in the sentence is called the
focus slot. The little word uu, which comes after whatever is in the focus slot, is called the focus marker.

There are three important things to remember about focus in Haida:

1. Only one element (for example, the subject, or the object) of the sentence can be put into the focus slot in any

given sentence.
2. If a pronoun is put into the focus slot, it must be in its Strong form.
3. The verb can never be put in the focus slot.

In the sections below, we will look at how the focus slot can be used with each of the different sentence patterns

described above. |
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Sentence Pattern 1A

Focus Noun Noun | Pronoun | Pronoun
Focus Marker Subject Object | Object Subject | Verb
1A Noun-Sub IA
1A-SF | Noun-Sub uu IA

Frank gataagang.

Frank uu gataagang.

Nora gaadanggang.

Nora uu gaadanggang.

Dii naan hlganggulaang.

Dii naan uu hlganggulaang.

Dii gung Kk’ajuugang.

Dii gung uu K’ajuugang.

'EEREREREREER

Frank is eating.

Frank is eating.

Nora is taking a bath.

Nora is taking a bath.

My grandmother is working.

My grandmother is working.

My father is singing.
My father is singing.
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Sentence Pattern 1B

Focus Noun Noun | Pronoun | Pronoun
Focus Marker Subject Object | Object Subject | Verb
1B Noun-Sub IB
1B-SF Noun-Sub uu IB
Cathy hlkwiidaang. Cathy is in a hurry.
Cathy uu hlkwiidaang. Cathy is in a hurry.
Alice xwiigang. Alice is cold.
Alice uu xwiigang. Alice is cold.
Dii chan ’laagang. My grandfather is well.
Dii chan uu ’laagang. My grandfather is well.
Dii xaat st’igang. My father (f) is sick.
Dii xaat uu st’igang. My father (f) is sick.
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Sentence Pattern 2A

Focus Noun Noun | Pronoun | Pronoun
Focus Marker Subject Object | Object Subject | Verb
2A Weak-A | 1A
2A-SF | Strong-A uu IA
Hl gataagang. I am eating.
Hlaa uu gataagang. I am eating.
Dang gaadanggang. You are taking a bath.
Daa uu gaadanggang. You are taking a bath.
Hal Kk’ajaugang. He is singing.
’Laa uu Kk’ajuugang. He is singing.
T’alang hlganggulaang. We are working.

T’alang uu hlganggulaang. We are working.




Dalang gataagang. You guys are eating.

Dalang uu gataagang. You guys are eating.
TI’ K’ajiugang. They are singing.
Tl’'aa uu K’ajuugang. They are singing.

Sentence Pattern 2B

In sentence pattern 2B, the subject is a Weak-B pronoun. When then pronoun gets moved to focus position, it

changes into a Strong-B pronoun.

Focus Noun Noun | Pronoun | Pronoun
Focus Marker Subject Object | Object Subject | Verb
2B Weak-B | IB
2B-SF | Strong-B uu IB
Dii xwiigang. I am cold.
Dii uu xwiigang. I am cold.
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Dang st’igang.

Dang uu st’igang.

Hal ’laagang.

’Laa uu ’laagang.

Iitl’ hlkwiidaang.
[it’ uu hlkwiidaang.

Dalang xwiigang.

Dalang uu xwiigang.

TI’ st’igang.

Tl'aa uu st’igang.

You are sick.

You are sick.

She s well.

She is well.

We are in a hurry.

We are in a hurry.

You guys are cold.

You guys are cold.

They are sick.
They are sick.




Sentence Pattern 3A

Focus Noun Noun Pronoun | Pronoun
Focus Marker Subject Object Object Subject | Verb
3A Noun-Sub | Noun-Obj TA
3A-SF | Noun-Sub uu Noun-Obj TA
3A-OF | Noun-Obj uu Noun-Sub TA

Joe tliu da’aang.
Joe uu tlau da’aang.

Tlau uu Joe da’aang.

Mary gaan taagang.
Mary uu gaan taagang.

Gaan uu Mary taagang.

Frank Jack kinggang.
Frank uu Jack kinggang.
Jack uu Frank kinggang.

Joe has a canoe.
Joe has a canoe.

Joe has a canoe.

Mary is eating berries.
Mary is eating berries.

Mary is eating berries.

Frank sees Jack.

Frank sees Jack.

Frank sees Jack.
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Jack Frank kinggang.
Jack uu Frank kinggang.
Frank uu Jack kinggang.

Sentence Pattern 3B

Jack sees Frank.
Jack sees Frank.

Jack sees Frank.

Focus Noun Noun Pronoun | Pronoun

Focus Marker Subject Object Object Subject | Verb

3B Noun-Sub | Noun-Obj TB

3B-SF | Noun-Sub uu Noun-Obj TB

3B-OF | Noun-Obj uu Noun-Sub TB
Dii kda chiin gulaagang. My uncle likes fish.
Dii kaa uu chiin gulaagang. My uncle likes fish.
Chiin uu dii kdaa gulaagang. My uncle likes fish.

Dii naan Robert kuyaadaang.
Dii naan uu Robert kuyaadaang

Robert uu dii naan kuyaadaang.

2B2 R R PR BERRPRPEREERERRRARBE’

My grandmother loves Robert.

) My grandmother loves Robert.

My grandmother loves Robert.




Robert dii naan kuyaadaang.

Robert uu dii naan kuyaadaang.

Dii naan uu Robert kuyaadaang.

Sentence Pattern 4A

Robert loves my grandmother-.

Robert loves my grandmother-.

Robert loves my grandmother-.

Focus | Noun Noun | Pronoun | Pronoun
Focus Marker Subject Object | Object Subject | Verb
4A Noun-Sub Weak-B TA
4A-SF | Noun-Sub uu Weak-B TA
4A-OF | Strong-B uu Noun-Sub TA

Diana dii kinggang.

Diana uu dii kinggang.

Dii uu Diana kinggang.

Dii gung dang gudanggang.

Dii gung uu dang gudanggang.

Dang uu dii gung gudanggang.

Diana sees me.

Diana sees me.

Diana sees me.

My father hears you.

My father hears you.
My father hears you.
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Charlie hal skudaang.
Charlie uu hal skudaang.

’Laa uu Charlie skudaang.

Francine iitl’ skantl’aang.

Francine uu iitl’ skuntl’aang.

Ilit' uu Francine skuntl’aang.

Dii aw dalang kinggang.
Dii aw uu dalang kinggang.

Dalang uu dii aw kinggang.

Shirley tI’ gudanggang.
Shirley uu tI’ gudanggang.

Tlaa uu Shirley gudanggang.

Charlie is punching him.
Charlie is punching him.

Charlie is punching him.

Francine is kissing us.
Francine is kissing us.

Francine is kissing us.

My mother sees you guys.

My mother sees you guys.
My mother sees you guys.

Shirley hears them.
Shirley hears them.
Shirley hears them.




Sentence Pattern 4B

Focus Noun Noun | Pronoun | Pronoun
Focus Marker Subject Object | Object Subject | Verb
4B Noun-Sub Weak-B TB
4B-SF | Noun-Sub uu Weak-B TB
4B-OF | Strong-B uu Noun-Sub TB

Sarah dii gulaagang.
Sarah uu dii gulaagang.

Dii uu Sarah gulaagang.

Billy dang kuyaadaang.
Billy uu dang kuyaadaang.
Dang uu Billy kuyaadaang.

Joey hal K’alaang.
Joey uu hal k’alaang.

‘Laa uu Joey k’alaang.

Sarah likes me.

Sarah likes me.

Sarah likes me.

Billy loves you.
Billy loves you.
Billy loves you.

Joey doesn't know her.

Joey doesn't know her.

Joey doesn't know her.
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Tommy iitl’ gulaagang.
Tommy uu iitl’ gulaagang.

[it’ uu Tommy gulaagang.

Dii naan dalang kuyaadaang.

Dii naan uu dalang kuyaadaang.

Dalang uu dii naan kuyaadaang.

Maria tI’ gulaagang.

Maria uu tlI’ gulaagang.

Tl’aa uu Maria gulaagang.

Tommy likes us.
Tommy likes us.

Tommy likes us.

My grandmother loves you guys.

My grandmother loves you guys.

My grandmother loves you guys.

Maria likes them.
Maria likes them.

Maria likes them.




Sentence Pattern 5A
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Focus Noun Noun Pronoun | Pronoun

Focus Marker | Subject Object Object Subject | Verb

5A Noun-Obj Weak-A | TA

5A-SF | Strong-A uu Noun-Obj TA

5A-OF | Noun-Obj uu Weak-A | TA
Andy hl kinggang. I see Andy.
Hlaa uu Andy kinggang. I see Andy.
Andy uu hl kinggang. I see Andy.

Dii chan dang skuntl’aang.
Daa uu dii chan skuntl’aang.

Dii chan uu dang skuntl’aang.

Nancy hal skudaang.
’Laa uu Nancy skudaang.

Nancy uu hal skudaang.

You are kissing my grandfather.

You are kissing my grandfather.

You are kissing my grandfather.

She is punching Nancy.

She is punching Nancy.

She is punching Nancy.
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David t’alang gudanggang.
T’alang uu David gudanggang.
David uu t’alang gudanggang.

Dii k'waay dalang skudaang.

Dalang uu dii k’'waay skudaang.

Dii k’'waay uu dalang skudaang.

Marvin tl’ kinggang.

Tl’aa uu Marvin kinggang.

Marvin uu tlI’ kinggang.

We like David.
We like David.
We like David.

You guys are punching my older brother.
You guys are punching my older brother.

You guys are punching my older brother.

They see Marvin.
They see Marvin.

They see Maruin.




Sentence Pattern 5B

Focus Noun Noun Pronoun | Pronoun
Focus Marker | Subject Object Object Subject | Verb
5B Noun-Obj Weak-B | TB
5B-SF | Strong-B uu Noun-Obj TB
5B-OF | Noun-Obj uu Weak-B | TB

Tommy dii gulaagang.

Dii uu Tommy gulaagang.

Tommy uu dii gulaagang.

Dii skaan dang k’alaang.

Dang uu dii skdaan k’alaang.

Dii skaan uu dang k’alaang.

Melanie hal kuyaadaang.

‘Laa uu Melanie kuyaadaang.

Melanie uu hal kuyaadaang.

I like Tommy.
I like Tommy.
I like Tommuy.

You don't know my aunt.
You don't know my aunt.

You don't know my aunt.

He loves Melanie.
He loves Melanie.

He loves Melanie.
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Steve iitl’ k’alaang. We don't know Steve.
[it’ uu Steve k’alaang. We don't know Steve.
Steve uu iitl’ k’alaang. We don't know Steve.
Chiin dalang gulaagang. You guys like fish.
Dalang uu chiin gulaagang. You guys like fish.
Chiin uu dalang gulaagang. You guys like fish.
Bobby tI' kuyaadaang. They love Bobby.
Tl’aa uu Bobby kuyaadaang. They love Bobby.

Bobby uu tI’ kuyaadaang. They love Bobby.




Sentence Pattern 6A

Focus Noun Noun Pronoun Pronoun

Focus Marker | Subject Object Object Subject | Verb

6A Strong-B | Weak-A | TA

6A-SF | Strong-A uu Weak-B TA

6A-OF | Strong-B uu Weak-A | TA
Dang hl kinggang. I see you.
Hlaa uu dang kinggang. I see you.
Dang uu hl kinggang. I see you.

Iitl’ dang gudanggang.

Daa uu iitl’ gudanggang.

Ilit’ uu dang gudanggang.

Tl'aa hal skuntl’aang.

’Laa uu tI’ skuntl’aang.

Tlaa uu hal skuntl’aang.

You hear us.
You hear us.

You hear us.

She is kissing them.

She is kissing them.

She is kissing them.
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Dalang t’alang kinggang. We see you guys.
T’alang uu dalang kinggang. We see you guys.
Dalang uu t’alang kinggang. We see you guys.
Dii dalang skudaang. You guys are punching me.
Dalang uu dii skudaang. You guys are punching me.
Dii uu dalang skudaang. You guys are punching me.

‘Laa tI’ gudanggang. They hear him.
Tl’'aa uu hal gudanggang. They hear him.
’Laa uu tI’ gudanggang. They hear him.
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Sentence Pattern 6B

I Focus Noun Noun Pronoun Pronoun
Focus Marker | Subject Object Object Subject | Verb
6A Strong-B | Weak-B | TB
6B-SF | Strong-B uu Weak-B TB
‘ 6B-OF | Strong-B uu Weak-B | TB
" Dang dii kuyaadaang. I love you.
| Dii uu dang kuyaadaang. I love you.
l Dang uu dii kuyaadaang. I love you.
|
| Iit’ dang k’alaang. You don't know us.
4 Dang uu iitl’ k’alaang. You don't know us.
Iit’ uu dang k’alaang. You don't know us.
|
Tl'aa hal gulaagang. She likes them.
‘ ’Laa uu tl’ gulaagang. She likes them.
‘ Tl’aa uu hal gulaagang. She likes them.
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Dalang iitl’ kuyaadaang. We love you guys.

[it’ uu dalang kuyaadaang. We love you guys.
Dalang uu iitl’ kuyaadaang. We love you guys.

Dii dalang k’alaang. You guys don't know me.
Dalang uu dii k’alaang. You guys don't know me.
Dii uu dalang Kk’alaang. You guys don't know me.
’Laa tI’ gulaagang. They like him.

Tl’aa uu hal gulaagang. They like him.

’Laa uu tlI’ gulaagang. The like him.
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Possessive Noun Phrases

The Basics

A possessive noun phrase is phrase in which one person or thing is described as belong to some other person or thing.

Here are some examples of possessive noun phrases in English:
Joe'scar your hat the dog's collar  our children  Sarah’s sister their ideas

Each of these phrases is made up of two parts. The first part -- Joe's, your, the dog's, our, Sarah's and their -- refers to the
possessor, the one who "owns" something else. The second part -- car, hat, wallet, children, sister, and ideas -- refers to
the possessum, the one that belongs to someone else. These examples show that for possessive noun phrases in English,

we put the possessor first, followed by the possessed.
English also makes a distinction between two different kinds of possessors, nouns vs. pronouns. If the possessor is a noun,
we put -'s on the end of it, as in Joe's, the dog's, and Sarah's. If the possessor is a pronoun, we don't simply add -'s onto

the end of the pronoun -- instead, we use a special set of possessive pronouns: my, your, his, her, our, and their. English

doesn't make any distinction among possessum, though -- they keep their regular form, no matter what.
Possessive Noun Phrases in Haida

Possessive noun phrases in Haida are similar to those in English in two important ways:

T PSR 4 5 - I Ay ™
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1. The possessor comes before the possessed.
2. Different rules apply depending on whether the possessor is a noun or a pronoun.

However, there is also a major difference between possessive noun phrases the two languages. In Haida, along with two

different kinds of possessors (noun vs. pronoun), there are also two kinds of possessums: personal nouns and common

nouns.

A personal noun is one which refers to a body part or to a family member. For example:

kun -- nose aw -- mother

skuts -- bone gung -- father (of a male)

kats -- head, hair kaa -- uncle (usu. father's brother)
k’ulau -- leg git -- child

st’aay -- foot naan -- grandmother

Common nouns are all the other nouns in the language which don't refer to parts of the body or to one's kin.

Since Haida makes a difference between two kinds of possessors (noun vs. pronoun) and two kinds of possessums
(personal noun vs. common noun), we have a total of four different types of possessive noun phrases. These four

possibilities are shown in the table below.

L"l_'.l_'l_l‘l‘-'



Type 1 Type 2 Type 3 Type 4
Possessor Noun Noun Pronoun Pronoun
Possessum | Personal Noun | Common Noun | Personal Noun | Common Noun

Pattern 1 is the simplest of the four patterns. Here, we have a noun as the possessor, and a personal noun as the

possessum. In this case, we simply put the possessor immediately in front of the possessum, with no other changes or

additions.
Type 1
Possessor | Possessum
Noun Personal Noun

For example:

Joe kun -- Joe's nose Sarah kaa -- Sarah's uncle

xaay k’ultu -- thedog's leg daujaay aw -- the cat's mother

Mary st’aay -- Mary's foot Al gung -- Al's father

In Pattern 2, the possessor is still a noun, but the possessum is a common noun instead of a personal noun. In this case,

the possessor still comes first and the possessum come second -- but in between them comes the little word gyaa. This

word doesn't really have a clear English translation, but it function in many ways just like -'s. Note also that the
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possessum must be in its definite form.

Type 2

Possessor Possessum

Noun gyaa | Common Noun (Definite)

For example:

Joe gyaa naay -- Joe's house(s) Sarah gyaa st’ask’agaay -- Sarah's shoe(s)

xaay gyaa kiihlgaay -- the dog's dish(es) daujaay gyaa k’ak’adaangwaay -- the cat's bell(s)

Mary gyaa dajangaay -- Mary's hat(s) Al gyaa kigwaay -- Al's basket(s)

Note that it is also possible to take a possessive noun phrase of Type 1, and use that as the possessor in a Type 2 phrase
For example:

Joe gung gyaa dajangaay -- Joe's father's hat(s)
Sarah aw gyaa kigwaay -- Sarah's mother's basket(s)

Al kaa gyaa naay -- Al's uncle's house(s)

In Type 3, the possessor is a pronoun, and the possessum is a personal noun. In this case, we use the Weak-B set of

pronouns in the possessor slot. Just like with Type 1, the possessor comes immediately before the possessum, with
nothing in between.




Type 3

Possessor Possessum

Weak-B Pronoun | Personal Noun

For example:

dii kats -- my head iitl’ K’ulau -- our legs

dang st’aay -- your foot/feet dalang kan -- you guys' noses
hal skuts -- his/her/their bone tl’ ts’ang -- their/people’s teeth
dii aw -- my mother iitl’ skaan -- our aunt

dang xaat -- your father (of a female) dalang git -- you guys'child
hal naan -- his/her/their grandmother tl’ kaa -- their/people's uncle

These possessive noun phrases of Type 3 can also serve as possessors in a Type 2 phrase. For example:

dii aw gyaa naay -- my mother's house
dalang git gyaa st’ask’agaay -- you guys' child's shoe(s)

hal naan gyaa dajangaay -- her grandmother's hat(s)

Finally there is Type 4, with a pronoun as possessor and a common noun as a possessum. In this case, we use the Strong-B
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pronouns (not the Weak-B pronouns), followed by gyaa, followed by the possessum. The possessum, as before, must be
in its definite form.

Type 4

Possessor Possessum

Strong-B Pronour/gyaa\ Common Noun (Definite)

s /

For example:

dang gyaa dajangaay -- your hat(s)
CPM[)J?( 'laa) gyaa naay -- his/her/their house(s)
iitl’ gyaa st’ask’agaay -- our shoes
dalang gyaa kigwaay -- you guys' basket(s)
tl'aa gyaa téaﬂivaay -- their/people’s food W’”’
CML{&?M dh@&ctﬁ e daians onR
There is one exception to this pattern, however. If the possessor is “my", we don't use the Strong-B pronoun dii. Instead,

we use a special possessive pronoun gyaagan "my", followed immediately by the possessum (with no gyaa in between).
For example:

gyaagan dajangaay -- my hat(s)

gyaagan naay -- my house(s)
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Postpositional Phrases

The Basics

Another import class of words in most languages are the adpositions. These are small words that are used with nouns

and pronouns, and help to specify their roles in the sentence. Here are some examples from English, with the prepositions

underlined.

She is cutting the bread with a knife.

I gave the book to her.

[ lost the book under the bed.

He's walking toward them.

John was talking on the telephone to Bill about the game for an hour in the hallway.

In English, all of the adpositions come before the nouns or pronouns that they go with, and so they are usually called
prepositions. The combination of the preposition with its accompanying noun or pronoun is called a prepositional

phrase, or PP for short.

Postpositional Phrases in Haida

Haida also has a large and important class of adpositions. However, unlike in English, the adpositions in Haida always
follow the nouns and pronouns they go with. For this reason, they are typically called postpositions. The combination

of the postposition with its accompanying noun or pronoun is called a postpositional phrase, or PP for short.
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Here are some examples of PP's in Haida, with the postpositions underlined.

Joe aa hl gusuugang. I am talking to Joe.

Dii eihl hal kihl naangsdlaanggang. She is making fun of me.

’Laa gwii hal kintgan. He brought a message to her.
Gwaalaay dii-st hal dang k’aat’gan. She jerked the bag away from me.
Dang gidéit hal kangaayaan. He dreamed about you (they say).

Most postpositions in Haida are separate words. However, a few of them (such as -k, -st, -t, and -kw) have contracted to
the point where they can no longer stand on their own; we write these postpositions with a hyphen before them, linking

them to the preceding noun or pronoun.
Pronouns occur in their Strong-B form before a postposition.

PPs can occur anywhere in the sentence before the pronoun object slot, including in the focus slot. PPs cannot occur

between the pronouns and the verb, nor can they occur after the verb.

Joe ’laa-k isdaang. Joe is giving it to her.
’Laa-k Joe isdaang. Joe is giving it to her.
’Laa-k uu Joe isdaang. Joe is giving it to her.
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Frank dii aa gausuugang.
Dii aa Frank giusuugang.

Dii aa uu Frank guusuugang.

Cathy dalang-k duiugang.
Dalang-k Cathy duugang.
Dalang-k uu Cathy duugang.

Jeff sgiiwaay dii-st xa istgan.
Jeff dii-st sgiiwaay xa istgan.

Dii-st Jeff sgiiwaay xa istgan.

Dii-st uu Jeff sgiiwaay xa istgan.

Chiin-t hal gulgang.
Chiin-t uu hal gulgang.

Frank is talking to me.
Frank is talking to me.

Frank is talking to me.

Cathy is inviting you guys.
Cathy is inviting you guys.

Cathy is inviting you guys.

Jeff grabbed the seaweed from me.
Jeff grabbed the seaweed from me.
Jeff grabbed the seaweed from me.

Jeff grabbed the seaweed from me.

She craves fish.

She craves fish.
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Adverbs

The Basics

The last major class of words are the adverbs. Adverbs are words which describe something about how the action of the
sentence was carried out, including the time, location, direction, speed, manner, and so forth. Here are some examples

from English, with the adverbs underined.

Ted came back yesterday.

Maria sang loudly.

She stirred the pot continuously.
He glanced downward.

Hopefully he will finish quickly.

Adverbs in Haida

Haida has quite a large set of adverbs. Here are some useful examples (there are many others):

aasdluu at this time

aatsgwaa around here

adaahl yesterday, tomorrow

adiit up in the woods, away from shore
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anaa

awaahl
awaahl gagwii
damaan
gaawaan

gam
giitsgwaa
ginggaangaan
gwaahlaang
gaalgwaa

gaal sgask’'w
hans

hawsan
hawiidaan
hiik’'waan

hin

hingaan
jlingaa
(a)kyaa

sahlgaang

inside, at home

long ago

long long ago

carefully, properly, in the right way
not yet

not

hopefully, I hope that...
for nothing, in vain
truly, indeed

last night

all night long

too, also

again

quickly

nevertheless

thus, like that

just, simply, only

for a long time

outside

back, returning
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sgun only

(a)siik up, upwards

tlaan no more, stop, finish
} tlasnuut just now; for the first time
‘ yaangk’yaan truly, in truth

'waayaat now

Like PPs, most adverbs can occur anywhere in the sentence before the pronoun object slot, including in the focus slot.
Adverbs cannot occur between the pronouns and the verb, nor can they occur after the verb. This gives speakers a lot of

freedom in composing sentences. For example, consider the 48 ways to say "Joe gave the book to her yesterday.”

Joe ’laa-k adaahl kugiinaay istgan. Joe gave the book to her yesterday.
Joe ’laa-k kugiinaay adaahl istgan. Joe gave the book to her yesterday.
Joe kugiinaay ’laa-k adaahl istgan. Joe gave the book to her yesterday.
Joe adaahl ’laa-k kugiinaay istgan. Joe gave the book to her yesterday.
Joe adaahl kugiinaay ’laa-k istgan. Joe gave the book to her yesterday.
Joe kugiinaay adaahl 'laa-k istgan. Joe gave the book to her yesterday.
’Laa-k Joe adaahl kugiinaay istgan. Joe gave the book to her yesterday.
'Laa-k Joe kugiinaay adaahl istgan. Joe gave the book to her yesterday.
’Laa-k kugiinay Joe adaahl istgan. Joe gave the book to her yesterday.
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'‘Laa-k adaahl Joe kugiinaay istgan.
'Laa-k adaahl kugiinaay Joe istgan.

'Laa-k kugiinaay adaahl Joe istgan.

Adaahl Joe ’'laa-k kugiinaay istgan.
Adaahl Joe kugiinaay ’laa-k istgan.
Adaahl kugiinaay Joe ’'laa-k istgan.
Adaahl ’laa-k Joe kugiinaay istgan.
Adaahl ’laa-k kugiinaay Joe istgan.
Adaahl kugiinaay ’laa-k Joe istgan.

Kugiinaay Joe ’laa-k adaahl istgan.
Kugiinaay Joe adaahl ’laa-k istgan.
Kugiinaay ’laa-k Joe adaahl istgan.
Kugiinaay ’laa-k adaahl Joe istgan.
Kugiinaay adaahl Joe ’laa-k istgan.

Kugiinaay adaahl ’laa-k Joe istgan.

Joe uu ’laa-k adaahl kugiinaay istgan.

Joe uu ’laa-k kugiinaay adaahl istgan.

Joe gave the book to her yesterday.
Joe gave the book to her yesterday.

Joe gave the book to her yesterday.

Joe gave the book to her yesterday.
Joe gave the book to her yesterday.
Joe gave the book to her yesterday.
Joe gave the book to her yesterday.
Joe gave the book to her yesterday.

Joe gave the book to her yesterday.

Joe gave the book to her yesterday.
Joe gave the book to her yesterday.
Joe gave the book to her yesterday.
Joe gave the book to her yesterday.
Joe gave the book to her yesterday.

Joe gave the book to her yesterday.

Joe gave the book to her yesterday.

Joe gave the book to her yesterday.

s S E R R bhhinnni
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Joe uu kugiinaay ’laa-k adaahl istgan.
Joe uu adaahl ’laa-k kugiinaay istgan.
Joe uu adaahl kugiinaay ’laa-k istgan.

Joe uu kugiinaay adaahl 'laa-k istgan.

’Laa-k uu Joe adaahl kugiinaay istgan.
’Laa-k uu Joe kugiinaay adaahl istgan.
’Laa-k uu kugiinaay Joe adaahl istgan.
’Laa-k uu adaahl Joe kugiinaay istgan.
’Laa-k uu adaahl kugiinaay Joe istgan.

’Laa-k uu kugiinaay adaahl Joe istgan.

Adaahl uu Joe ’laa-k kugiinaay istgan.
Adaahl uu Joe kugiinaay ’laa-k istgan.
Adaahl uu kugiinaay Joe ’laa-k istgan.
Adaahl uu ’laa-k Joe kugiinaay istgan.
Adaahl uu ’laa-k kugiinaay Joe istgan.

Adaahl uu kugiinaay ’laa-k Joe istgan.

Kugiinaay uu Joe ’laa-k adaahl istgan.

Kugiinaay uu Joe adaahl ’laa-k istgan.
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Joe gave the book to her yesterday.

Joe gave the book to her yesterday.

Joe gave the book to her yesterday.
Joe gave the book to her yesterday.

Joe gave the book to her yesterday.

Joe gave the book to her yesterday.

Joe gave the book to her yesterday.

Joe gave the book to her yesterday.
Joe gave the book to her yesterday.

Joe gave the book to her yesterday.

Joe gave the book to her yesterday.
Joe gave the book to her yesterday.
Joe gave the book to her yesterday.
Joe gave the book to her yesterday.
Joe gave the book to her yesterday.
Joe gave the book to her yesterday.

Joe gave the book to her yesterday.

Joe gave the book to her yesterday.



Kugiinaay uu adaahl Joe ’laa-k istgan.
Kugiinaay uu ’'laa-k Joe adaahl istgan.
Kugiinaay uu ’laa-k adaahl Joe istgan.

Kugiinaay uu adaahl ’laa-k Joe istgan.

Joe gave the book to her yesterday.

Joe gave the book to her yesterday.
Joe gave the book to her yesterday.

Joe gave the book to her yesterday.
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Verb Endings

A very important part of Haida grammar are the different endings that can occur on verbs. There are quite a few of these
in more, more than there are in English, and they can combine to produce some very long verb forms. Below, we will focus
just on the most important of the verb endings, leaving the others for more advanced study.

Mode and Tense

The most important set of verb endings are those which are made by combining different Mode and Tense suffixes.

Tense refers to the time when the action took place. In Haida, there are two tenses: Past and Non-Past. The Past tense
refers to things which have already happened. The Past tense suffix has three forms: -gan, -an and -n. The Non-Past

tense refers to things that either are happening right now, or which have yet to happen. The Non-Past suffix also has three
form: -gang, -ang, and -ng.

Mode refers to the speaker's attitude toward the action they are describing. Haida has two modes: Indirect and
Predictive. The Indirect mode is used when the speaker wants to talk about an event which happened, but they are
unsure that it happened because they didn't actually witness themselves. In other words, the Indirect mode is used to
indicate that something is second-hand information. The Indirect suffix has three forms: -gaa, -yaa and -aa. The

Predictive mode is used to make predictions about what the speaker thinks will happen in the future. The Predictive
suffix has only one form, -saa.
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These four suffixes -- Indirect Mode, Predictive Mode, Past Tense and Non-Past Tense -- combine to form the four basic

endings of the Haida verb.

Indirect Mode + Past Tense = Indirect Past ending
Past Tense = Direct Past ending
Non-Past Tense = Present ending

Predictive Mode + Non-Past Tense Future ending

The exact form that each of these four endings will take depends upon which of four different classes a particular verb

belongs to.

Verb Classes

Every verb stem in Haida can be broken down into two parts: a root and a class marker. The root is the core, most central
part of the verb. It remains the same no matter what endings are added onto the verb. The class marker, which always
comes after the root, identifies which class and subclass a particular verb belongs to. This then let's us know the correct
forms of all the different endings that can be attached to that verb. In some cases, depending on the ending, the class
marker may have its form altered in some way. Fortunately, these changes follow very regular and consistent patterns.
Ugr bz
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Indirect Past | Direct Past | Present | Future
Class 1 -gaan -gan -gang | -saang
Class 2 -aan -gan -gang | -saang
Class 3 -aan -an -ang |-saang
Class 4 -yaan -gan -ng |-saang

Below, we'll talk about each of the different classes.

Class 1

The verbs of Class 1 fall into three subclasses (1A, 1B and 1C), based on their class markers.

@ss 1A ,ém7 A

The verb stems in Class 1A all end in long -aa. For example:

Adwell

‘'waadaa_-- to sell something naa -- to live somewhere

dahlgiyaa -- to be pregnant gaté& -- to eat




hats’asaa -- to sneeze

The class marker stays the sam

gulaa -- to like something

e in all four forms of the verb, as shown below.

Verb Stem Ending
Class 1A
Root Class Marker | Mode | Tense

Basic Form | hats’as aa
Indirect Past | hats’as aa gaa n
Direct Past | hats’as aa gan

Present hats’as aa gang

Future hats’as aa saa ng

Compare the following sentences:

Dii jaa hats’asaagaan.

Dii jaa hats’asaagan.

Dii jaa hats’asaagang.

Dii jaa hats’asaasaang.

My wife sneezed (they say).

My wife sneezed.
My wife is sneezing.

My wife will sneeze.




The verb stems in Class 1B are each only one syllable long, and end in a short vowel. For example:

25 za&/ n
st’i -- to be sick ts’a -- to shoot A

: ’ad adng
The class marker stays the same in all four forms of the verb, as shown below.

Verb Stem Ending
Class 1B
Root | Class Marker | Mode | Tense

Basic Form st’ 1
Indirect Past | st’ i gaa n
Direct Past st’ i gan

Present st’ i gang

Future st’ i saa ng

Note that the verb stems in Class 1B have no accent of their own. As a general rule in Haida, if the verb stem itself does not
have an accented vowel, then the accent will fall either on the first long vowel of the ending, or the first short vowel of the
ending that is followed by two consonants, whichever comes first. Thus, in the Indirect Past form, the accent falls on the
long vowel of the ending -gaan, and likewise in the Future with the ending -saang. Failing that, the accent will fall on the

final syllable of the word, so long as the word ends in a consonant. This is where the accents on -gan and -gang come
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from.

Compare the following sentences:

Dii duun st’igaan. My younger sister (f) was sick (they say).
Dii daun st’igan. My younger sister (f) was sick.

Dii duaun stligang. My younger sister is sick.

Dii daun st’isaang. My younger sister will be sick.

Class 1C. MM;N /7
_

The verb stems of Class 1C all end in -h. For example: 0%/44—4\
—
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dah -- to buy somethmg st’ah -- to be full 5//9“’“ ’ ﬂ)%ﬁf«?
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The class mafker -h stays the same in 4ll four forms of the verb, as shown below.
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Verb Stem Ending
Class 1C
Root | Class Marker | Mode | Tense

Basic Form da h
Indirect Past | da h gaa n
Direct Past da h gan

Present da h gang

Future da h saa ng

The same rules for accent placement that apply to verbs in Class 1B also apply to verbs in Class 1C. Once again, the
endings -gaan and -saang get an accent because they have a long vowel. The endings -gan and -gang get accented

because they are the last syllable in the word and they end in a consonant.

Compare the following sentences:

Charlie sablii dahgaan. Charlie bought some bread (they say).
Charlie sablii dahgan. Charlie bought some bread.

Charlie sablii dahgang. Charlie is buying some bread.
Charlie sablii dahsaang. Charlie will buy some bread.
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Class 2

The verbs of Class 2 fall into eight subclasses (2A, 2B, 2C, 2D, 2E, 2F, 2G, 2H) based on their class markers.

Class 2A

The verbs stems in Class 2A all end in a long vowel (usually -aa-) followed by some consonant other than -hl-. For

example:

+> waom -
iiwaan -- to be big istgut’aang -- to mistreat, abuse someone

k’'uxajaang -- to smoke something (e.g. tobacco)  sgik’iidaal -- to paddle something (e.g. canoe)

tlagaay -- to get hurt, damaged

( The class marker stays the same in all four forms of the verb, as shown below.
,g?aagam mauu1 Uroen _fmg
W The bootk mg (they 0ay)
Craann 0P i
l 5&9/‘”‘“7 =
/Iﬁo—w» houae w—uu (e (J—c?.
4«-35 f‘”awaL Mm&uf

W’IQ\‘TI Zﬁ 7 ,5)”””“)%%
& Chown gyaa & gan
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Verb Stem Ending
Class 2A
Root | Class Marker | Mode | Tense

Basic Form | sgik’iid aal
Indirect Past | sgik’iid aal aa n
Direct Past | sgik’iid aal gan

Present sgik’iid aal gang

Future sgik’iid aal saa ng

Compare the following sentences:

Kunaay gwii Joe tluwaay
Kunaay gwii Joe tluwaay
Kunaay gwii Joe tluwaay

Kunaay gwii Joe tluwaay

Class 2B

sgik’iidaalaan.
sgik’iidaalgan.
sgik’iidaalgang.

sgik’iidaalsaang.

Joe paddled the canoe toward the point (they say).
Joe paddled the canoe toward the point.
Joe is paddling the canoe toward the point.

Joe will paddle the canoe toward the point.

The verb stems of Class 2B all end in the sequence -eihl or -aahl. For example:

kéinggeihl -- to appear, come into view

’laaneihl -- to get married

chaanuutgeihl -- to become Fall

gaalgeihl -- to get dark




tlaahl -- to do something ten times

This is our first class where we see the class marker change its form when an ending is added. Fortunately, the rule is very

simple. For all the verbs in Class 2B, when an ending is added, change the final -hl- into a plain -1-. The one exception is

before the Predictive suffix -saa-, where it remains -hl-. These changes are shown in the table, below.

o Bett got
Verb Stem | Ending el "M )L‘L“""‘“ﬁﬁﬁ’ﬁ P
Class 2B (Spettr) W ?Jﬂ?’)
. Root | Class Marker | Mode | Tense i¢ j’ Wéﬁé%
£l h ! Q arda-ﬂ
o bEcame Basic Form | ’laan eihl /.,WI ?‘umq /VYIM
Indirect Past | ’laan eil aa n ?/
da,ab 1@@%
Direct Past | ’laan eil gan (Ihza.ad)
Present ’laan eil gang W 'u’.aa,g )
Future ’laan eihl saa ng

Compare the following sentences:

U@%Nﬁ;bjj_ Dii [k’wéay)’léaneilaan.
’""’"“"“7"‘" Dii k'waay ’laaneilgan.

Dii k’'waay ’laaneilgang.

’

W‘\ Dii kK’'waay ’laaneihlsaang.
(’0144470%’,0&”“- - -
Qf 0 Y1 — RQee >
R ddo.  Freddy
o J'aap Kathy

My older sister (f) got married (they say).
My older sister (f) got married.

My older sister (f) is getting married.

My older sister (f) will get married.
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Class 2C

The verb stems in Class 2C all end in the sequence -iihl. For example:

niihl -- to drink something sdiihl -- to return, go back |

t’1ihl -- to be wet

In the Indirect Past form, the class marker -iihl- changes into -€éil-. In both the Direct Past and the Present forms, the

class marker -iihl- contracts to -il-. But in the Future form, the class marker keeps its orignal form, -iihl. These changes

are shown in the table below. M S o d ; - <o
14

Verb Stem Endin . . alin_ .
g W My “"’ﬁk A ank aorne w

(H
Root | Class Marker | Mode | Tense [l J‘LC‘ 9_)&&\21 /y@gg_r_\
Basic Form | n iihl m? heco band wridl) Arnde asme B Ta.

€
uk
pue"
Indirect Past | n éil aa n 2@“ tlaal Xb@ /%%
Direct Past | n il gan ~geCT
(/zu/m) Arl

Class 2C

o

Future n iihl saa ng <%?O-/vu,¢/b( 5 drhnhk AbmL waXox,

Present n il gang

Compare the following sentences: Wﬁd— J 2 St el
2%;. — ,de/ .
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Frank gangk’an néilaan. Frank drank some coffee (they say).
Frank gangk’an nilgan. Frank drank some coffee.
Frank cangk’an nilgang. Frank is drinking some coffee.
Frank cangk’an niihlsaang. Frank will drink some coffee.
| Class 2D
[

The verbs stems in Class 2D end in either -uhl or -uuhl. For example:

‘ tlansguhl -- to put things away jaagauhl -- to fall in love

gutsgauhl -- to put something on (e.g. a hat) guuhl -- to want, crave something

The changes here are similar to those that happen with Class 2C. In the Indirect Past form, the class marker -uhl- or -
uuhl- changes to -waal-. In the Direct Past and the Present forms, the class marker contracts to -ul-. Finally, in the
| Future form, the class marker keeps its original form, either -uhl- or -uuhl-. These changes are shown in the table below.
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Verb Stem Ending
Class 2D
Root | Class Marker | Mode | Tense

Basic Form | jaag tuhl
Indirect Past | jaag waal aa n
Direct Past | jaag ul gan

Present jaag ul gang

Future jaag uuhl saa ng

Compare the following sentences:

Dii jaas Andy eihl jaagwaalaan. My sister (m) fell in love with Andy (they say).

Dii jaas Andy eihl jaagulgan. My sister (m) fell in love with Andy.

Dii jaas Andy eihl jaagulgang. My sister (m) is falling in love with Andy.

Dii jaas Andy eihl jaaguuhlsaang. My sister (m) will fall in love with Andy.
Class 2E

The verb stems in Class 2E all end in a short vowel (usually -a-) followed by a consonant other than -hl-. For example:

ABRBBBRERRERBRERRBRRER
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sgal -- to hide something diyang -- to look for something

gudang -- to hear/want something hlgay -- to dig something up

The class marker keeps its original shape except in the Indirect Past form. In that case, the short vowel of the class marker

ot Qphor & puddins T 77074
Verb St Endi P/ join distacy 2 ey O

erb Stem nding
Class 2E v he DAL Losk Cax
Root | Class Marker | Mode | Tense WWQ ey =
W ,\QZZ W Ka?ama_ﬂ-cr 45@4/‘/\_ :
Indirect Past <e? QMA’ o Mm?‘ﬂd‘“’“fz‘m’ﬂi“‘“
ndirect Past | gud aang aa n w/ ﬁ 4 éfz
A - ,0

is lengthened. This change is shown in the table below.

Basic Form | gud ang

- Direct Past | gud ang gan

Present gud ang gang

Future gud ang saa ng V‘ZZ&T ’)0‘2"\40;‘ %a_za. %Mﬂf{_@?ﬂ”\

Compare the following sentences:

NAME_ o7 = narma

Chiin-k dii naan gudaangaan. My grandmother wanted some fish (they say). -
Chiin-k dii naan gudanggan. My grandmother wanted some fish.
Chiin-k dii naan gudanggang. My grandmother wants some fish.

Chiin-k dii naan gudangsaang. My grandmother will want some fish.
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Class 2F

The verb stems in Class 2F all end in -ahl. For example:

xahl -- to shine, be shiny cahgahl -- to get tired
k’ut’ahl -- to die daanggahl -- to be easily accessible

In the Indirect Past form, the class marker -ahl- changes to -aal-. In the Direct past and Present forms, it contracts to -

al-. In the Future form, however, the class marker keeps its original form, -ahl-. These changes are shown in the tabel

below.
Verb Stem Ending
Class 2F
Root | Class Marker | Mode | Tense

Basic Form | gahg ahl
Indirect Past | gahg aal aa n
Direct Past | gahg al gan

Present gahg al gang

Future gahg ahl saa ng

Compare the following sentences:

R ERRRAREREREBRD
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A

Kugiinaay ii Sarah gahgaalaan. Sarah got tired of the book (they say).
Kugiinaay ii Sarah gahgalgan. Sarah got tired of the book.
Kugiinaay ii Sarah gahgalgang. Sarah is getting tired of the book.
Kugiinaay ii Sarah gahgahlsaang. Sarah will get tired of the book
- e - /.’Me (d_% ,0447)

ﬁt Sam 2 hgaavg
Class 2G

o Rl mdan, i geheisthar Zz%;,;;wa/m

The verb stems in Class 2G all end in long -uu. For example:

K’ajuu -- tosing gausuu -- to talk, speak

sanjuu -- to smell, sniff something dau -- to get, acquire something

In the Indirect Past form, the class marker -uu- changes into -aaw-. In the other three forms, the class marker keeps its

original form. These changes are shown in the table below.




oo W Tuing Kifiiigang

Verb Stem Ending ‘R
Class 2G ?7\}4 Sarn % cut.? l(étdu,u.tﬁi/r:

Root | Class Marker | Mode | Tense

Basic Form | K’aj au ﬂk‘)a;// mdﬂf - b o f
' FV Mary . Kcy@éﬁ%-
Indirect Past | k’aj aaw aa n (ﬁ@ ,gcuf)
. . : et BilLy ldor brsThow cang
Direct Past | k’aj au gan N e : “|=
, STzt Kwaay Kaffashar

Present k’aj au gang

Future K’aj uau saa ng

Compare the following sentences:

Joe naan an dii chan K’ajaawaan. My grandfather sang for Joe's grandmother (they say).
Joe naan an dii chan K’ajuugan. My grandfather sang for Joe's grandmother.

Joe naan an dii chan k’ajuugang. My grandfather is singing for Joe's grandmother.

Joe naan an dii chan Kajuusaang. My grandfather will sing for Joe's grandmother.

Class 2H

The verb stems in Class 2H all end in long -ii. For example:

EEELEEEBEEREBE
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tl’ii -- to sew something dlawii -- to fall

xwii -- to be cold gajii -- to fetch water

In the Indirect Past form, the class marker -ii- changes to -aay-. In the other three forms, the class marker keeps its

original form, -ii-. This is shown in the table below.

Verb Stem Ending ow i oy ) 9
Class 2H Pl Hal @ ’L 7

Root | Class Marker | Mode | Tense
Basic Form t1’ ii F\J/’u‘wl VR u‘,aacw\;,

\ 9{_& X
Indirect Past | tI’ aay aa n |¥W  fythe Wca{d
Direct Past | tI ii gan |xwiig P/\M/”f N Aia « Wit
Y

Present tr i gang Awii W < ol " 12 qlaan
o ?M’ d'

Future t i saa | ng pewilSAAY

Compare the following sentences:

Dii naan hlK’itgaa tl’aayaan. My grandmother sewed a dress (they say).
Dii naan hlkK’itgaa tl'iigan. My grandmother sewed a dress.

Dii naan hlk’itgaa tl'iigang. My grandmother is sewing a dress.

Dii naan hlk’itgaa tliisaang. My grandmother will sew a dress.
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Class 3

The verbs of Class 3 fall into three subclasses (3A, 3B and 3C) based on their different class markers.

Class 3A

The verb stems in Class 3A all end in -as. For example:

chat’as -- to wear something ts’ahlt’as -- to be sticky
tlahlgat’as -- to keep the peace gak’iidas -- to drown, choke
xalt’as -- to be fearful, shy tlat’as -- to be ominous |

In the Indirect Past form, the -s- of the class marker is changed to a -j-, but the vowel before it remains in its original form.
In the Direct Past and Present forms, the entire class marker is replaced by -iij-. If the verb stem doesn't already have an
accented vowel, then the accent will fall on the -iij-. In the Future form, the class marker loses its final -s- because of the

Predictive suffix -saa- which immediately follows. These changes are shown in the table below.

B B EEEBRBRBERBEERBEEREREERE




Verb Stem Ending
Class 3A
Root | Class Marker | Mode | Tense
Basic Form | chat’ as M \
Indirect Past | chat’ j A /
=2 . = E ﬂ 302&7 Wjaa Aol g o
Direct Past | chat’ iij an . > ol aede
W BL@% Ko Jiako’aa CAl - ai‘7
Presemt - | coat 1] ang | C HAT/ SaSeag
Future chat’ a saa ng

Compare the following sentences:

W _ Kuudaats’ aa Julie chat’ajaan. Julie wore a coat (they say).
wﬂf K’uudaats’ aa Julie chat’iijan. Julie wore a coat.
K'uudaats’ aa Julie chat’iijang. Julie is wearing a coat.
K'uudaats’ aa Julie chat’asaang. Julie will wear a coat.
Class 3B

The verbs stems in Class 3B all end in -at. For example:
cndin =ats

hlkusgat -- to be desperate kunsgat -- to bump into something

kK’awat -- to be left over K’it’at -- to cut something
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sgasgat -- to hit something k’usgat -- to bite something
In the Indirect Past form, the final -t- of the class marker changes to -d-. In the Direct Past and Present forms, the entire
class marker is changed to -iid-. If the verb stem doesn't already have an accented vowel, then the accent will fall on the -

iid-. In the Future form, the class marker keeps its original form, -at-. These changes are shown in the table below.

. . M M —
Verb Stem Ending B‘“@é”? ang
Class 3B W B@Z&y YA ’O’ZMM
Root | Class Marker | Mode | Tense ) /sz‘/"% Jren
Basic Form | sgasg at W -
e 214 A Mﬂ—;%gm
Indirect Past | sgasg ad aa n PRpeATS he oo pfr i
Direct Past | sgasg iid an g5 {}’)? g lreeThee wel M%dﬂ/
- L @4 LEAP
Present | sgasg iid ang P O JW&"“} ‘4""? 47/ 7 %Mﬁ
. ~ vk (1heeyO%
Future sgasg at saa ng Wé J R

/Oa,af. _ -
= an fe X@Zﬂ«my /QgLM ?4&& a

Compare the following sentences:

’Laa dang sgasgadaan.
’Laa dang sgasgiidan.
‘Laa dang sgasgiidang.

'Laa

dang scgasgatsaang.

You hit him (they say).
You hit him.
You are hitting him.

You will hit him.




Class 3C
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The verb stems in Class 3C all end in -iit. For example:

K’iyiit -- to remember something
chahk’iit -- to sink

The class marker keeps its original shape,

changes are shown in the table below.

giihliit -- for the tide to come in
xaahlt’iit -- to choke add 22

Verb Stem Ending
Class 3C
Root Class Marker | Mode | Tense

Basic Form | xaahlt’ iit
Indirect Past | xaahlt’ iid aa n
Direct Past | xaahlt’ iid an

Present xaahlt’ iid ang

Future xaahlt’ iit saa ng

Compare the following sentences:

a

-iit-, in the Future form. In the other three forms, it changes to -iid-. These

o Lo At oo s reatd
Pt T el ao Y aakLlfidlans

ol L bt o gome pelot el

Po,ﬂj] ?ﬁkaam *

Ae
;@
’
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Skuts aa hal xaahlt’iidaan. He choked on a bone (they say).
Skuts aa hal xaahlt’iidan. He choked on a bone.
Skuts aa hal xaahlt’iidang. He is choking on a bone.
Skuts aa hal xaahlt’iitsaang. He will choke on a bone.
Class 4

The verbs of Class 4 fall into five subclasses (44, 4B, 4C, 4D and 4E) based on their different class markers.

Class 4A

The verb stems in Class 4A all end in a consonant followed by -aa, but specifically not any of the special combinations of

consonants plus -aa found in Classes 4b - 4E. For example:

kangaa -- to dream hlgayaa -- to call someone
hlganggulaa -- to work saanaa -- to rest, relax

sangiits’aa -- to be difficult

In the Direct Past form, the final -aa- of the class marker is dropped. In the other three forms, however, the class marker

keeps its original form. This is shown in the table below.




A5 AARAsNREEREERN
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Verb Stem Ending
Class 4A
Root | Class Marker | Mode | Tense

Basic Form ka ngaa
Indirect Past | ka ngaa yaa n
Direct Past | ka ng gan

Present ka ngaa ng

Future ka ngaa saa ng

Compare the following sentences:

Dii gidéit hal kangaayaan. She dreamt about me (they say).
Dii gidéit hal kanggan. She dreamt about me. (!!??)
Dii gidéit hal kangaang. She is dreaming about me.
Dii gidéit hal kangaasaang. She will dream about me.

| Class 4B

The verb stems in Class 4B all end in one of the following sequences: -baa-, -daa-, -dlaa-, -jaa-, -gaa-, -gwaa-, or

-sdlaa-. For example:
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gya’andaa -- to wear, use something

jaatgaa -- to be noisy

t’adlasdlaa -- to leave someone behind

isdaa -- to take, give, put something
kaagwaa -- to talk (of several people)

hlewaagaa -- to be afraid

In the Direct Past form, the final -aa- of the verb stem is dropped. Before the Past tense ending -gan is added to the stem,
however, the final consonant of the stem is changed, according to the following pattern: -b becomes -p, -d becomes -t, -dl
becomes -tl, -j becomes -ts, -g becomes -k, -gw becomes -kw, and -sdl becomes -shl. The class marker keeps its original

shape in the other three forms. This is shown in the table below.

Verb Stem Ending
Class 4B
Root | Class Marker | Mode | Tense

Basic Form | gya’an daa
Indirect Past | gya’an daa yaa n
Direct Past | gya’an t gan

Present gya’an daa ng

Future gya’an daa saa ng

Compare the following sentences:

Hlk’itgaay hal gya’andaayaan.

Hlk’itgaay hal gya’antgan.

She wore the dress (they say).

She wore the dress.
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HlK’itgaay hal gya’andaang. She is wearing the dress.
Hlk’itgaay hal gya’andaasaang. She will wear the dress.
Class 4C

The verb stems of Class 4C all end in -iyaa. For example:

jagiyaa -- to be unable to do something tiyaa -- to kill someone or something

kiyaa -- to be lightweight

In the Direct Past form, the final -aa- of the verb stem is dropped, and the -y- changes to -i-, resulting in -ii-. In the other

three forms, the class marker retains its original shape. This is shown in the table below.

Verb Stem Ending
Class 4C
Root | Class Marker | Mode | Tense

Basic Form t iyaa
Indirect Past t iyaa yaa n
Direct Past t ii gan

Present t iyaa ng

Future t iyaa saa ng
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Compare the following sentences:

K’aadaay hal tiyaayaan. He killed the deer (they say).
K’aadaay hal tiigan. He killed the deer.
K’aadaay hal tiyaang. He is killing the deer.
K’aadaay hal tiyaasaang. He will kill the deer.

Class 4D

The verb stems in Class 4D all end in -uwaa. Foe example:

jatuwaa -- to nail something guwaa -- torain

gusuwaa -- to be talkative tluwaa -- to crawl

In the Direct Past, the final -aa- of the verb stem is dropped, and the -w- changes to -u-, resulting in -uu-. In the other

three froms, the class marker retains its original shape. This is shown in the table below.

AR




- S s W W

Verb Stem Ending
Class 4D
Root | Class Marker | Mode | Tense

Basic Form tl uwaa
Indirect Past tl uwaa yaa n
Direct Past tl uu gan

Present tl uwaa ng

Future tl uwaa saa ng

Compare the following sentences:

Hal git tluwaayaan. Her child crawled (they say).

Hal git tluugan. Her child crawled.

Hal git tluwaang. Her child is crawling.

Hal git tluwaasaang. Her child will crawl.
Class 4E

The verb stems in Class 4E all end in -a'aa. For example:

gutga’aa -- to be reluctant to let someone go kya’aa - to be named

ist’a’aa -- to arrive da’aa -- to have, own something
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kihldla’aa -- to advise, give directions to someone kasa’aa -- to get ready to go

In the Direct Past form, the class marker -a'4a contracts to -aa. In the other three forms, the class marker retains its

original shape. This is shown in the table below.

Verb Stem Ending
Class 4E
Root | Class Marker | Mode | Tense

Basic Form | istl’ a’aa
Indirect Past | istl’ a’aa yaa n
Direct Past | istl’ aa gan

Present istl’ a’aa ng

Future istl’ a’aa saa ng

Compare the following sentences:

Hal git-’alang istl’a’aayaan. Her children arrived (they say).
Hal git-’alang istl’aagan. Her children arrived.
Hal git-’alang istl’a’aang. Her children are arriving.

Hal git-’alang istl’a’aasaang. Her children will arrive.




Other Endings

Aside from the two mode suffixes (Indirect and Predictive) and the two tense suffix (Past and Non-Past), there are several

other suffixes that can occur on verbs in Haida. We will learn about just two of them here -- the Negative and the

Habitual.

Negative

The Negative suffix has the form -’ang or -’aang. It is used, along with the negative adverb gam, to make negative

statements such as:

Gam hal taa’anggan. He didn't eat it.

Gam dii gudangaay ’laa’anggang. I'm not happy. |
|

Gam Frank k’adii’angsaang. Frank won't fall asleep. |

The Negative suffix combines with the four basic endings to create the following complex endings:
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Negative Hab-I | Neg [ Hab-ll | Mode | Tense
Indirect Past ‘’aang aa n
Direct Past ‘ang gan
Present ‘ang gang
Future ‘ang saa ng

Class 1

Verbs from Class 1 use their basic stem with these endings.

1 | Negative PP-Object Pro-Sub Verb

IP| Gam  tluwaay eihl hal ’waadaa’aangaan. Hedidn't sell the boat (they say).
DP| Gam  tluwaay eihl hal ‘’waadaa’anggan. Hedidn'tsell the boat.

PR| Gam tluwaay eihl  hal ‘waadaa’anggang.  He's not selling the boat.

FT| Gam tluwaay eihl hal ’waadaa’angsaang. Hewon'tsell the boat.

Here are some more examples of these endings with Class 1 verbs.

Gam hal hats’asaa’aangaan. He didn't sneeze (they say).

Gam hal st’i’anggan. He wasn't sick.
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Gam sablii hal dah’anggang. He's not buying bread.
Gam hal kaahliyaa’angsaang. He won't be careful.
Class 2

Verbs from Class 2 use the same stem form that they use before the Direct Past ending. We can call this the DP-stem. As

we go along, we will see many cases where this DP-stem is used.

2 | Negative Noun-Obj Pro-Sub Verb

IP Gam  gangk’an hal nilaangaan. She didn't drink tea (they say).
DP Gam gangk’an hal nil’anggan. She didn't drink tea.

PRl Gam gangk’an hal nilanggang. She's not drinking tea.

FT| Gam gangk’an hal nil’angsaang. She won't drink tea.

Here are some more examples of these endings with Class 2 verbs.

Gam hal sdil’aangaan. She didn't return (they say).
Gam dii hal istgut’aang’anggan. She didn't mistreat me.
Gam hal gahlgal’anggang. She's not tired.

Gam gulgyaa hal k’'uxajaang’angsaang. She won't smoke a cigarette.
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Class 3

Verbs from Class 3 use their basic stem with these endings. Remember to add in a hyphen to break up the sequence of -t-
plus -'-. Also remember that if the verb stem itself has no accent, the accent will fall on the first vowel of the ending.

3 | Negative Noun-Sub Pro-Obj Verb
IP Gam xaay hal K’usgat-’aangaan. The dog didn't bite him (they say)
DP| Gam xaay hal  Kk’usgat-’anggan. The dog didn't bite him.
PR| Gam xaay hal  Kusgat’anggang. Thedog isn't biting him.
FT Gam xaay hal k’usgat-’angsaang. The dog won't bite him.

Here are some more examples of these endings with Class 3 verbs.

Gam ’laa hal sgasgat-’aangaan. He didn't hit him (they say).
Gam kwaayaay hal K’it’at-’anggan. He didn't cut the rope.
Gam hal xalt’as’anggang. He's not shy.

Gam Kuudaats’ aa hal chat’as’angsaang. He won't wear a coat.




Class 4

Finally, verbs from Class 4 use their DP-stem with these endings, just like the verbs from Class 2.

4 | Negative Noun-Obj Pro-Sub Verb

IP Gam  Kk’aadaay hal ti‘aangaan. He didn't kill the deer (they say).
DP| Gam Kaadaay hal tii’anggan. He didn't kill the deer.
PR| Gam KkKaadaay hal ti'anggang.  He's killing the deer-.

FT| Gam Kaadaay hal tii'angsaang. He will kill the deer.

Here are some more examples of these endings with Class 4 verbs.

Gam hal gya’ant-’aangaan.

Gam hal saan’anggan.

Gam hal hlganggul’anggang.

Gam dang eihl hal gayuu’angsaang.

She didn't use it (they say).
She didn't relax.

She's not working.

She won't be grateful to you.
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Habitual

The Habitual suffix has the form -gang or -gaang. It is used to refer to actions which are repeated over and over again,

or which happen habitually, on a regular basis. For example:

Steve k’ajiuganggang.

Bill chiin taagaangaan.

The Habitual suffix results in the following endings.

Steve sings. Steve sings regularly. Steve sings all the time.

Bill used to eat fish (they say). Bill ate fish regularly (they say).

Habitual Hab-l | Neg | Hab-Il | Mode | Tense
Indirect Past gaang | aa n

Direct Past giinii

Present gang gang
Future gang saa ng

Note that the combination of the Habitual with the Past tense suffix results in a special, irregular form, -giinii.

Class 1

Verbs from Class 1 use their basic stem with these endings.




1 | Noun-Obj Pro-Sub Verb
IP Tlau hal 'waadaagaangaan. He used to sell boats (they say).
DP Tlau hal 'waadaagiinii. He used to sell boats.
PR Tlau hal ‘waadaaganggang. He's always selling boats.
FT Tlau hal 'waadaagangsaang. He'll always sell boats.

Here are some more examples of these endings with Class 1 verbs.

Hal hats’asaagaangaan.

Hal st’igiinii.
Sablii hal dahganggang.
Hal kaahliyaagangsaang.

Class 2

He used to sneeze (they say).
He used to be sick.

He's always buying bread.
He'll always be careful.

Verbs from Class 2 use their DP-stem with these endings.

87
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2 | Noun-Obj Pro-Sub Verb

IP | Gangk’an hal nilgaangaan. He used to drink tea (they say).
DP| Gangk’an ~ hal  nilgiinii. He used to drink tea.

PR | Gangk’an hal nilganggang.  He's always drinking tea.

FT (_}éngk’an hal nilgangsaang. He'll always drink tea.

Here are some more examples of these endings with Class 2 verbs.

Hal sdilgaangaan. She used to return (they say).

Dii hal istgut’aanggiinii. She used to mistreat me.

Hal gahlgalganggang. She's always tired.

Gulgyaa hal k’'uxajaanggangsaang. She'll always smoke cigarettes.
Class 3

Verbs from Class 3 also use their DP-stem with these endings. However, there is also an extra twist involved. It turns out
that whenever an ending that starts with the Habitual suffix is added onto a Class 3 verb stem, the initial -g- of the

Habitual suffix drops out. So, for instance, in the Indirect Past, the ending is not -gaangaan, but instead just -aangaan.

e\
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3 | Noun-Sub Pro-Obj Verb
IP Xaay hal k’usgiidaangaan. The dog used to bite him (they say).
DP Xaay hal  K’usgiidiinii. The dog used to bit him.
PR Xaay hal  Kusgiidanggang. The dog is always biting him.
FT Xaay hal  K'usgiidangsaang. The dog will always bite him.
Here are some more examples of these endings with Class 3 verbs.
‘Laa hal sgasgiidaangaan. He used to hit him (they say).
Kwaayaay hal K’it’iidiinii. He used to cut the rope.
Hal xalt’iijanggang. He's always shy.
K'uudaats’ aa hal chat’iijangsaang. He'll always wear a coat.
Class 4

Finally, verbs from Class 4 use their DP-stem with these endings.
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4 | Noun-Obj Pro-Sub Verb
IP K’aat hal tiigaangaan. He used to kill deer (they say).
DP| Kaat hal tiigiinii. He used to kill deer.
PR| Kaat hal tiiganggang.  He's always killing deer.
FT| Kaat hal tiigangsaang. He'll always kill deer.

Here are some more examples of these endings with Class 4 verbs.

Hal gya’antgaangaan.

Hal saan-giinii.

Hal hlganggulganggang.

Dang eihl hal gayuugangsaang.

Habitual + Negative

She used to use it (they say).
She used to relax.
She's always working.

She'll always be grateful to you.

The combination of the Habitual and Negative suffixes results in the following endings.

—
>
-
—
=
-



Class 1

» \ } ) p | ' |
Hab + Neg | Hab-l | Neg | Hab-ll | Mode | Tense
Indirect Past ’ang | gaang | aa n
Direct Past ‘ang giinii
Present gang | 'ang gang
Future gang | ’ang saa ng

Verbs from Class 1 use their basic stem with these endings.

1 | Negative = PP-Obj  Pro-Sub Verb
IP Gam tlau eihl hal 'waadaa’anggaangaan. He never used to sell boats (they say).
DP| Gam tlau eihl hal ’waadaa’anggiinii. He never used to sell boats.
PR| Gam tiau einl hal ’‘waadaaganganggang. He never sells boats.
FT| Gam tlau eihl hal ’waadaagangangsaang. He'll never sell boats.

Here are some more examples of these endings with Class 1 verbs.

Gam hal hats’asaa’anggaangaan.

Gam hal sti’anggiinii.

He never used to sneeze (they say).

He never used to be sick.

g1
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Gam sablii hal dahgang’anggang. He never buys bread.
Gam hal kaahliyaagang’angsaang. He'll never be careful.
Class 2

Verbs from Class 2 use their DP-stem with these endings.

2 | Negative Noun-Obj Pro-Sub Verb

IP Gam cangk’an hal nilanggaangaan. She never used to drink tea (they say).
DP| Gam gangk’an hal nil’anggiinii. She never used to drink tea.
PR Gam gangk’an hal nilgang’anggang. She never drinks tea.

FT| Gam eangk’an hal nilgang’angsaang. She'll never drink tea.

Here are some more examples of these endings with Class 2 verbs.

Gam hal sdil’anggaangaan. She never used to return (they say).
Gam dii hal istgut’aang’anggiinii. She never used to mistreat me.
Gam hal gahlgalgang’anggang. She's never tired.

Gam gulgyaa hal k’'uxajaanggang’angsaang. She'll never smoke cigarettes.



Class 3
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Verbs from Class 3 use two different stem forms with these endings. In the two Past forms -- where the ending starts with
the Negative suffix -- they use their basic stem. In the two Nonpast forms -- where the ending starts with the Habitual
suffix -- they use their DP-stem. As usual, the initial -g- of these endings drops out when attaching to the DP-stem of Class

3 verbs.
3 | Negative Noun-Sub Pro-Obj Verb
IP Gam xaay hal  Kk'usgat-’anggaangaan. The dog never used to bite him (they say).
DP| Gam xaay hal  K’'usgat-’anggiinii. The dog never used to bite him.
PRl Gam xaay hal  Kusgiidang’anggang.  The dog never bites him.
FT| Gam xaay hal  Kusgiidang’angsaang. The dog will never bite him.

Here are some more examples of these endings with Class 3 verbs.

Gam ’laa hal sgasgat-’anggaangaan.
Gam kwaayaay hal K’it’at-’anggiinii.
Gam hal xalt’iijjang’anggang.

Gam k’uudaaats’ aa hal chat’iijang’angsaang.

He never used to hit him (they say).
He never used to cut the rope.
He's never shy.

He'll never wear a coat.
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Class 4

Finally, verbs from Class 4 use their DP-stem with these endings.

4 | Negative Noun-Obj Pro-Sub Verb
IP Gam K’aat hal ti'anggaangaan. She never used to kill deer (they say).
DP| Gam Kaat hal ti’anggiinii. She never used to kill deer.
PRl Gam K’aat hal tiigang’anggang.  She never kills deer.
FT| Gam Kaat hal tiigang’angsaang. She'll never kill deer.

Here are some more examples of these endings with Class 4 verbs.

Gam
Gam
Gam

Gam

hal gya’ant-’anggaangaan.

hal saan’anggiinii.

hal hlganggulang’anggang.

dang eihl hal gayuugang’angsaang.

He never used to used it (they say).
He never used to relax.
He never works.

He'll never be grateful to you.
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Yes/No Questions

The Basics

A yes/no question is a question which can be satisfactorily answered either "yes" or "no". For example:

Are you hungry? Yes, I am. No, I'm not.
Did Bill win? Yes, he did. No, he didn't.
Will you come back tomorrow? Yes, I will. No, T won't.

Yes/No Questions in Haida
There are two important characteristics to note about all yes/no questions in Haida.

First, they all use the yes/no focus marker kw. This focus marker occurs in the same slot as the (statement) focus marker

uu, and always requires at least one word to come before it in the sentence.

Second, a yes/no question in Haida cannot end in accented syllable. Any accented syllable that happens to fall at the end

of a yes/no question will lose its accent.

Yes/no questions in Haida can be either neutral or leading. A neutral question doesn't presuppose the answer. A

leading question assumes a particular answer, either yes or no.
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Neutral: Chiin kw dang taagaa?
Leading: Chiin kw dang taa ujaa?

Did you eat some fish?

You ate some fish, didn't you?

Yes/no questions in Haida can also be focused or unfocused. A focused question has some element of the question

(subject, object, PP, adverb, etc.) in the focus slot at the front of the sentence, followed by the yes/n

o focus marker kw. An

unfocused question keeps all of the elements of the sentence in their normal place, and puts the word hau "that" in the

focus slot before kw.

Focused: Chiin kw dang taagaa?

Unfocused: Huu kw chiin dang taa ujaa?

In total, then, there are four kinds of yes/no questions in Haida: Neutral a
and Unfocused, and finally Leading and Focused. The four kinds are shown in the table below.

Did you eat some fish?

Focused Unfocused
Neutral Chiin kw dang taagaa? Huu kw chiin dang taagaa?
Did you eat some fish? [s it true you ate some fish?
Laading Chiin kw dang taa ujaa? | Hau kw chiin dang taa ujaa?
You ate some fish, right? It's true that you ate some fish, right?

Of the four types, the simplest is the Neutral and Unfocused.

It's true that you ate some fish, didn't you?

nd Unfocused, Neutral and Focused, Leading
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Huu kw chiin dalang taa? [s it true that you guys are eating fish? [Note loss of accent]
Huu kw John K’ajuu? [s it true that John is singing? [Note loss of accent]
Huu kw ’laa dang sgasgat? [s it true that you are hitting him?
Huu kw hal hlganggulaa? Is it true that he is working?

Note that in these questions, the tense marker has been dropped from the end of the verb -- these verbs are in their basic

forms, instead of having the Non-Past suffix -gang / -ang / -ng on them. This is a general feature of verbs in yes/no

questions in Haida. Neither the Past nor the Non-past tense suffix gets used on verbs in yes/no questions.

In a past tense yes/no question, the verb is in its Indirect Past form, minus the final -n of the Past tense suffix. Therefore,

the verb will always end in -aa. Remember that this -aa must always be unaccented, even if it carries an accent under

other circumstances, as with Class 3 verbs in statements.

Huu kw chiin dalang taagaa? [s it true that you guys ate fish?
Huu kw John k’ajaawaa? Is it true that John was singing?
Huu kw ’laa dang sgasgadaa?  Isit true that you hit him? [Note loss of accent]

Huau kw hal hlganggulaayaa? [s it true that he was working?

In a future tense yes/no question, the verb is in its Future tense form, minus the final -ng of the Non-past tense suffix. In

other words, the verb ends in -saa instead of -saang. Remember that this -saa must always be unaccented, even if it

carries an accent under other circumstances, as with Class 3 verbs in statements.
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Huu kw chiin dalang taasaa? [s it true that you guys will eat fish?
Huu kw John K’ajuusaa? [s it true that John will sing?

Huu kw ’laa dang sgasgatsaa? Isit true that you will hit him? [Note loss of accent]

Huu kw hal hlganggulaasaa? Is it true that he will work?

Some speakers also use a shortened version of the Predictive suffix specifically in yes/no questions: -s instead of -saa.

For example: Hau kw chiin dalang taas?

To create a Neutral Focused question, simply put one of the elements of the sentence into the focus slot, instead of the

placeholder htiu.
Unfocused: Huu kw chiin dalang taa? Is it true that you guys are eating fish?
Focused: Chiin kw dalang taa? Are you guys eating fish?
Focused: Dalang kw chiin taa? Are you guys eating fish?

Unfocused: Huu kw ’laa dang sgasgadaa?  Is it true that you hit him?

Focused: ’Laa kw dang sgasgadaa? Did you hit him?
Focused: Daa kw hal sgasgadaa? Did you hit him?

Here is a summary of the verb endings used in Neutral questions (both Unfocused and Focused).



Past

Present

Future

Neutral

Indirect Past form minus -n

Basic Stem

Future form minus -ng
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Leading questions work somewhat differently. In the Present and the Future, the verb stays in the same form it has in the

Neutral question, except that it is followed by the little word us.

Neutral: Hau kw Bill K’ajuu?
Leading: Huu kw Bill k’ajuu us?

Neutral: Hldaanaay kw dang taasaa?

Leading: Hldaanaay kw dang taasaa us? You will eat the blueberries, won't you?

Is it true that Bill is singing?

It's true that Bill is singing, isn't it?

Will you eat the blueberries?

Note that when the word us is added at the end of the question, the verb can recapture its accented final syllable: K’ajuu

vs. K’ajau us.

But in a Leading Past tense question, the form of the verb changes. Here, the basic stem is used, and it's followed by the

little word ujaa.

Neutral: Huu kw Bill k’'ajaawaa?

Leading: Huu kw Bill K’ajau ujaa?

[s it true that Bill was singing?

It's true that Bill was singing, isn't it?
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Neutral: Hldaanaay kw dang taagaa? Did you eat the blueberries?

Leading: Hldaanaay kw dang taa ujaa?  You ate the blueberries, didn't you?

The differences in the verb forms are shown in the table below.

Past Present Future
Neutral | Indirect Past form minus -n Basic Stem Future form minus -ng
Leading Basic stem + ujaa Basic Stem + us | Future form minus -ng + us

Here are examples of those six different verb forms, using verbs from each of the four main verb classes.

Class 1: gataa -- to eat

Note the loss of the final accent in the Neutral Present form (gataa instead of gataa).

Class 1 Past Present Future

Neutral | gataagaa gataa gataasaa

Leading | gatdaa ujaa | gataa us | gatdasaa us

Class 2: ’laaneihl -- to get married
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Class 2 Past Present Future

Neutral 'laaneilaa ’laaneihl ’laaneihlsaa

Leading | ’laaneihl ujaa | ’laaneihl us | ’laaneihlsaa us

Class 3: sgasgat -- to hit someone
Note the loss of accent in the Neutral Past (sgasgadaa instead of sgcasgadaa) and Neutral Future (sgasgatsaa

instead of sgasgatsaa).

Class 3 Past Present Future

Neutral | sgasgadaa sgasgat sgasgatsaa

Leading | sgasgat ujaa | sgasgat us | sgcasgatsaa us

Class 4: isdaa -- to do, put, give

Note the loss of accent in the Neutral Present (isdaa instead of isdaa).

Class 4 Past Present Future

Neutral | jsdaayaa isdaa isdaasaa

Leading | isdaa ujaa |isdaa us | isdaasaa us
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Content Questions

The Basics

A content question is a question which looks for missing information, more than just "yes” or "mo". Content questions in
English involve the use of question words such as: who? what? where? why? how? when? how many? and so on. The

questions words occur at the beginning of the sentence, as in:
Who is swimming?

What did you eat?
How many did he make?

Content Questions in Haida

In Haida, content questions are also asked using a special class of question words. These words are placed at the front of

the sentence, in focus position, followed by the focus marker uu.

Guus uu dang taagang? What are you eating?
Giist uu chiin taagang? Who is eating fish?
Tl’aan uu John chiin taagang? Where is John eating fish?

Present and future tense content questions use the regular present or future tense form of the verb. Past tense questions,
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however, use the Indirect past form of the verb, minus the past tense suffix -n, just like in neutral yes/no questions.

Guus uu dang taagang? What are you eating?
Guus uu dang taasaang? What will you eat?
Guaus uu dang taagaa? What did you eat?

Also like yes/no questions, any accented syllable that comes at the end of a content question will lose its accent. For

example:
John Frank sgasgatsaang. John will hit Frank.
Giist uu Frank sgasgatsaang? Who will hit Frank? / Who will Frank hit?

Here are some examples of the more common question words in Haida.

guus -- what?

Guus uu dang taagang? What are you eating?
Guus uu John ts’asaang? What will John shoot?
Guus uu hal naan gulaagaa? What did his grandmother like?

Note that if the verb in the sentence require a postposition with its object, that postposition will occur with the question

word in focus position. For example:
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Guus eihl uu aajii kigwaay st’ahgang? What is this basket full of?

Guus-st uu Jimmy dlawaayaa? What did Jimmy fall off of?
Guus-t uu iitl’ chan gulgang?- What does our grandfather crave?

With a negative verb:

G1us ii uu gam Andy gcahgal’angsaang? What won't Andy get tired of?
Guus uu gam hal kaa sgal’anggang? What is her uncle not hiding?
Guus uu gam Steve taa’aanggaa? What didn't Steve eat?

giist -- who?

Giist uu k’ajuugang? Who is singing?
Giist uu chiinaay taasaang? Who will eat the fish?
Giist uu hldaan aa xaahlt’iidaa? Who choked on a blueberry?

With a negative verb:

Giist uu gam Charlie sgasgat-’angsaang? Who won't Charlie hit?
Giist uu gam KkK’ajuu’anggang? Who isn't singing?

Giist-k uu gam dang daawaa? Who didn't you invite?



giist gyaa -- whose?

This is the form used if you're asking about a common noun (as opposed to a personal noun).

Giist gyaa uu dang gulaagang? Whose do you like?
Giist gyaa uu dii-k hal isdaasaang? Whose will he give to me?
Giist gyaa uu dajangaay dalang sgaalaa? Whose hat did you guys hide?

With a negative verb:

Giist gyaa uu gam ts’ahlt’as’anggang? Whose isn't sticky?
Giist gyaa uu gam hal taa’angsaang? Whose won't he eat?
Giist gyaa uu gam taawaay dang gulaa’aanggaa? Whose food didn't you like?

But if you're asking about a personal noun, then giist is used by itself, without the following gyaa.
Giist uu stlaay ts’ahlt’iijang? Whose hand is sticky?
tl’aan (A) / git’aan (M) -- where (at)?

Tl'aan uu dang daa naagang? Where does your brother live?

Tl'aan uu t’alang hlganggulaasaang? Where will we work?

105
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Tl’aan uu tluwaay tl’ tlansgulaa? Where did they put away the canoes?
Tl'aan-k uu dang iijang? Where are you going?
Tl'aan gwii uu Joe sdiihlsaang? Where will Joe return to?

san (A) / gasan (M) -- how?

San uu dang kya’aang? How are you named? (i.e. What's your name?)
San uu dang giidang? How are you (being)?

San uu ga giidang? How are things (being)?

San uu dang saawaa? What did you say?

San uu ’laa dang siudaayaa? What did you tell him?

san tl’aa (A) / gasan tl’'aa -- why?

San tl’'aa uu dang isdaang? Why are you doing that?
San tl’'aa uu dang eihl hal gayuwaasaang? Why will she be grateful to you?
San tl’'aa uu tl’ gulaagaa? Why did they like it?

With a negative verb:

San tl’aa uu gam chiinaay hal taa’anggang? Why isn't he eating the fish?
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San tl’aa uu gam sguusiit dang hlgcay’angsaang? Why won't you dig up potatoes?

San tl’aa uu gam taanaay-k hal xalt’as’aangaa? Why wasn't she afraid of the black bear?

giisdluu -- how many? how much?

Note that the focus marker uu is often not pronounced/heard when it follows giisdluu, since giisdluu already ends in

uu itself. However, we continue to write it there, for the sake of consistency with the other content questions.

Giisdluu uu hal da’aang? How many does he have?
Giisdluu uu dang isdaasaang? How much will you take?
Giisdluu uu chiin dalang taagaa? How many fish did you guys eat?

Note that the pronoun tI’ / tI’aa can be used with giisdluu to ask "How many people...?".

Giisdluu uu tl’ k’ajuugang? How many people are singing?

Giisdluu uu xaay tl’ k'usgadaayaa? How many poeple did the dog bite?
giisant -- when?

Giisant uu dang jaas k’adiisaang? When will your sister fall asleep?

Giisant uu ’laa-k dang isdaayaa? When did you give it to him?
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Commands and Proposals

The Basics
A command is sentence which tells someone to do something.

Eat the fish!
Talk to Joe!
Wake up!

A proposal is a sentence which invites someone to do something with you. In English, that's most commonly done with

the word let's, as in:
Let's go eat!

Let's talk!
Let's never fight again!

Commands in Haida

Commands in Haida can be either positive or negative, and they can be either singular or plural. A positive command is

one which tells someone to do something.



Gataa hlaa! Eat!
K’ajuu hlaa! Sing!
Dii-k hl isdaa! Give it to me!

A negative command is one which tells someone not to do something,.

Gam hl gataa! Don't eat!
Gam hl K’ajaul! Don't sing!
Gam hl dii-k isdaal! Don't give it to me!

A singular command is one that is directed at just one person.

Hlganggul hlaa! Work!
Aajii hl taal Eat this!
Kayanshl hlaa! Give up!

A plural command is one that is directed to two or more people together.

Hlganggul’uu hlaal! Work, you guys!
Aajii hl taa’uu! Eat this, you guys!

Kayanshl’uu hlaal! Give up, you guys!
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As a result, there is a total of four different kinds of commands in Haida: Positive and Singular, Positive and Plural,
Negative and Singular, and finally Negative and Plural. These possibilities are shown in the table below.

Singular Plural
o Aajii hl taa! Aajii hl taa’uu!
Positive ) )
Eat this! Eat this, you guys!
, Gam hl aajii taa’ang! | Gam hl aajii taa’ang’uu!
Negative J ) & J ) g
Don't eat this! Don't eat this, you guys!

All commands in Haida have in common the use of the command focus marker hl. This focus marker goes in the same

slot as the other two focus markers, uu and kw, and must always have something before it in the sentence.

Chiin hl taa! Eat some fish!
Paul gyaa dajangaay hl sgal! Hide Paul's hat!
Kugiinaay hl daang! Throw away the book!

In some cases, though, the only element in the sentence is the verb itself. When that happens, the focus marker hl moves

to the end of the sentences and expands into hlaa.

Taa hlaa! Eat it!
Scal hlaa! Hide it!
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Daang hlaal Throw it away!

If the verb in a command like that happens to be from Class 4, it will use its DP-stem instead of its basic form.

Saan hlaal! Relax!
Hlganggul hlaa! Work!
K’angkwdang hlaa! Be kind!

The Positive Singular commands typically involve the basic form of the verb, except for the one case with Class 4 verbs

noted above. The Positive Plural commands add the Plural suffix -"uu onto the verb. Verbs from Class 1 and Class 3 use

their basic forms before -’uu.

Taa’uu hlaal! Eat it, you guys!
Kaahliyaa’uu hlaal Be careful, you guys!
’Laa hl sgasgat-"au! Hit him, you guys!
Dii hl k’usgat-au! Bite me, you guys!

Verbs from Classes 2 and 4 use their DP-stems before the -’uu Plural suffix.

Daang’uu hlaa! Throw it away, you guys!

Tlansgul’uu hlaa! Put them away, you guys!
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Saan’uu hlaal Relax, you guys!

Daalaay hl dii-k ist-"aGu! Give me the money, you guys!

Negative commands use the negative marker gam in the focus slot, plus the negative suffix -’ang on the verb. Since a
negative command is never just a verb by itself (there's always gam in front), hlaa is never used in a negative command.

Instead, the regular form hlis used, right after gam. The Negative suffix is added according to the regular rules. Verbs

from Class 1 and Class 3 use their basic stems before the Negative suffix.

Gam hl taa’ang! Don't eat it!
Gam hl kaahliyaa’ang! Don't be careful!
Gam hl ’laa sgasgat-’ang! Don't hit him!
Gam hl dii k’usgat-’ang! Don't bite me!

Verbs from Classes 2 and 4 used their DP-stems before the Negative suffix -’ang.

Gam hl daang’ang! Don't throw it away!
Gam hl tlansgul’ang! Don't put them away!
Gam hl saan’ang! Don't relax!

Gam hl daalaay dii-k ist-’ang! Don't give me the money!

Finally, the Plural suffix -uu can be tacked onto the end of the negative suffix -’ang to create Negative Plural commands.
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| Gam hl taa’ang’uul! Don't eat it, you guys!
i Gam hl ’laa sgasgat-’ang’uul! Don't hit him, you guys!
Gam hl daang’ang’uu! Don't throw it away, you guys!
Gam hl saan’ang’uul Don't relax, you guys!

Proposals in Haida

Proposals in Haida are made with the special Proposal marker ts’an, which occurs at the end of the sentence, following

the verb. There are two kinds of proposals in Haida. A positive proposal invites someone to do something with you.

T’alang gataa ts’an! Let's eat!
T’alang k’ajuu ts’an! Let's sing!
’Laa aa t’alang gaiusuu ts’an! Let's talk to her!

A negative proposal invites someone to not do something with you.

Gam t’alang gataa’ang ts’an! Let's not eat!
Gam t’alang k’ajau’ang ts’an! Let's not sing!
Gam ’laa aa t’alang giiusuu’ang ts’an! Let's not talk to her!

In a positive proposal, the verb is in its basic form, with no endings attached, and is followed by ts’an. Note that the
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subject pronoun for "we" -- either t’alang or itl’ depending on whether it's an A-verb or a B-verb -- is included in the 4
sentence. '
T’alang daang ts’an! & et's throw it away!
T’alang sgal ts’an! Let's hide it!
’Laa-k t’alang dau ts’an! Let's invite him!

In a negative proposal, the negative marker gam occurs, as does the Negative suffix -’ang, followed by the proposal

marker ts’an.

Gam t’alang daan’ang ts’an! ' Let's not throw it away!
Gam t’alang sgal’ang ts’an! Let's not hide it!

Gam ’laa-k t’alang dau’ang ts’an! Let's not invite him!
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